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THE EPISTLE

Annual Congregational Meeting:
January 10, 2010 following the Sunday Service

Family Nights to Resume

Wednesday Nights—Exact start date will be announced later
Special points of interest:

Church Office Hours:

Monday—Friday
8:30 am—12:30 pm

Office Phone/Fax: 574-946-3361
Office Line 2: 574-946-3374

Parsonage Phone: 574-946-3847
Pastor’s Cell :  574-242-0974
E-mail : fccdoc@sugardog.com

Web Site: fecwin.org

Pastor : Glen Meyers
Secretary:

Custodian/Maintenance: Cathy Meyers

From Pastor Glen 2
Prayer Requests 3 . . .

We would like to express our gratitude to our secretary Judi Conn as she leaves
Remembering Our 3 us, and welcome Vickie Galbreath who will be joining us in Judi’s place. Please
Shut—Ins be patient as Vickie learns how things are done!
For The Record 3
Puzzle 4

Just a reminder — Newsletter delivery options:

Pick up at church
Mail to me
Email

Access the church website
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No longer interested in receiving the newsletter

Please, if you want to receive the church newsletter and you have not gotten it by
the end of January, let us know how you would like to receive it so that you will not
be left out!
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Happy New Year
So what’s new?

As I contemplate the New Year, it
feels a lot like the same old thing.

My job is the same. My wife is the
same. (Good thing for both of those
things!) My car is the same. Still the
same things needing to be done. The
bills all look the same.

One day pretty much seems the
same as any other day. It is true that
Sundays are a little different — I preach
on Sundays. Wednesdays will soon be
a little different as our Family Night
activities will be starting up again
shortly (January 13 to be precise).

I suspect that I am really not much
different. When I looked in the mirror
it didn’t look like I had miraculously
managed to loose a bunch of weight. It
is mostly all still there. I thought
about the same things when I woke up
this morning. I still don’t want any
eggplant for lunch. I went through the
same routine that [ usually do in the
mornings.

Yet I realize that God has prom-
ised that, as Christians, the old things
are done away with and He makes all
things new.

So what is new today?

It is a new day. Yesterday is fin-
ished. Tomorrow isn’t here yet. [ have
a present called today. I can make of
this day anything that I want to make
of it.

I can begin by renewing my rela-
tionship with God. Isn’t it wonderful
that God took care of things while I
slept last night? I didn’t have to worry
about whether the stars stayed in place
and whether the earth continued to
rotate. I didn’t have to try to put the
weather on autopilot before I went to
bed. God took care of the universe
around me.

From Pastor Glen Meyers

And God took care of me too. I
have often observed that it is a good
day when I wake up and am able to
get out of bed. My heart and lungs
kept on working during the night. And
the rest of me did too!

And God was waiting for me to
say, “Good morning. And thanks for
the night.”

I could confess my failures of
yesterday and put them behind me. I
could affirm my love for God and re-
ceive anew His love. I could place
today — and myself — in God’s hands
to let God direct, control, and em-
power me for this day.

I could anticipate - and wait for —
the unfolding of this day in God’s
plans. This may be the day that I hear
from a friend who lives far away. Or
maybe the day I contact them! This
may be a day filled with good news as
I talk to people. They - or I — may
have wonderful news to share. Maybe
this is the day I make a new friend.
Maybe I will learn something new and
exciting about God today! Maybe ... .

Like the ground covered with a
blanket of new white snow there are
endless possibilities. Do I just watch
and admire? Do I make a snow man?
Do I make a snow fort, or snow an-
gels, or snow balls? Do I go for a walk
in the quiet that it affords? Maybe I
drive through the new snow — and
hope I don’t slip and slide on the way.
Lots of possibilities.

I can have new thoughts today too!
I don’t have to complain about driving
in the snow — it may give me a day to
slow down and take it easy. Even if I
end up driving miles through the snow
I can still be thankful for the gift of
snow to the environment, and know
that God will be with me wherever I
go. I can read — or study — and explore
something new. I don’t have to be
bound by the old thoughts — God is
ready to give me new thoughts and
insights.
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I can even get new attitudes. [ am not a
prisoner of yesterday or of other days past.
Some of my past attitudes might not be
serving me very well. I can forgive. I don’t
need to be filled with bitterness. I can be
filled with joy. I don’t need to see a half
empty glass and complain. I can be confi-
dent. I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me. I can resolve to love others
— even when it is hard. I can learn to see
them as God sees them — precious children
even with all of their imperfections. I can
let go of anger. I don’t need to worry about
today. I can see possibilities. And dream
dreams.

Old — or new? I guess it is mostly up
to me.

If I want to be in control it will likely
be more of the same old thing.

If I am willing to put God in charge it
will be an exciting new day. And new be-
ginnings. And a truly new year.

Happy New Year!

WVE A

BLESSED
NEW YEAR!
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Families with job loss & loss of benefits,

Jim Lebo, The Betty “Boots” Herald Family, Larry Odenthal, Barb Spry, Jim Terry & Family, Jean Coo-
lidge, Midge Stump, Family of Wayne Bortell, Bill Widup, Jim Needham, Clara Roudebush, Bill &

Our Service Men and Women, Our Church Family

Rosemary Watts house fire
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Romans 5:1

' For the Record
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i Attendance 62
 General Fund $1448.00
;Capital Campaign $ 780.00
iFoundation $ 00.00

| Christmas $ 000.00

; Memorial Fund
| Birthday

OUR SHUT INS
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642 E. 13th Street
Winamac, IN 46996
Betty Cramer
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Shurla Rans
127 N. East St.
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Marge Fritz
Cletha Scott
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Our Service People
David Mayer, Martin Reutebuch, Norman Mclntire,
Bradley Mclntire, Nathanial Needham, Ryan Blickenstaff,

Michael Spry, Brock Roudebush, Matthew White, David Hardin,

Paul Meyers, Christopher Witham, Don Griffin, Kyle Ash, Milo

Shank, Luke Bowyer, Tyler Kuhlman, Tyler Campbell, Rodney
Stoll, Kyle Schramm, Matt Garbison

12/13 12/20 12/27 Total
64 80 63 Avg. 67
$2299.00 $2064.00  $1329.00 $ 7140.00
$ 665.00 $1830.00  $1110.00 $ 4385.00
$ 00.00 $ 00.00 $ 00.00 $ 00.00
§ 95.00 $ 227.00 $ 00.00 $ 322.00
$ 00.00
$ 206.00 $ 206.00
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Opportunities
For

Phone:574-946-3361

Fellowship

CWF

Christian Women’s Fellowship

isciples of Christ)

First Christian Church

0

These ladies meet the first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm
One of the ladies will host either at her home or the church. There is bible

study, missions and some wonderful sharing of fellowship.
Some of their mission work:
*Provide Food Baskets at Thanksgiving and Christmas for families in need.
*Provide handmade quilts for new babies in the congregation.
*Send birthday, Easter and Christmas cards to the shut ins.
*Support with a donation to World Christian Women’s Fellowship.
*Contribute funds to the Claylon & Helen Weeks scholarship in the Congo.
*Purchased a sewing machine for women in Congo.
*Purchased new table service, 108 place servings for the church.
*Provide food & baby sitter for the Area 4 Spring Surprise held in our Church.
*Provide funeral meals, memorials, etc. for bereaved families.

*Support Church Finance Council for mission work of Disciples Church &
Staff.

If you would like more information please contact:
Berniece Riggs-574-946-4993, JoAnn Behny-574-946-4591

Menods Br eak!

The men of the church meet the
third Saturday of the month at 8
am for breakfast and fellowship.

Musically Inclined

We have several groups you
can join. We are always open
to new ideas services.

Adult Choir The location sometimes varies.
Bell Choir But the food is always good. If
, , , _ you would like more information
Children’s Choir § £, Youmay contact the church office
For more information: S at 574-946-3361.
Deb Kauffman-574-946-3900 Meeting is the
Karen Utes-574-946-6828 You can bring in Third Saturday of the month
food items for our
local Food Pantry, 8:30 AM

anytime. Plan to attend.



